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By Dr. Jeffrey €. Frantz

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewirng
of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what
s good and acceptable and perfect. (Romans 12:2)
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Going for it.

In this reading
from Romans 12,
Paul talks about
discerning what
s the will of God
and, in the proc-
ess, not concern-
ing ourselves too
much about what
the world thinks
about things.

In other words, don'‘t sell out or con-
formtoo much to the world around
us. All the time, the unfolding inertia
of the world is towards mediocrity.
When you try too hard or put forth
too much effort, those around you
feel diminished or pressured to keep
up. Over time, they may even resent
that you are going for it with such
zeal and heart.

The will of God does not nudge us
towards mediocrity.

One of the things | liked about the
Olympic games, which just con-
cluded in Beijing, China over a week
ago, was the spirit of the athletes—
from over 190 countries around the
world. Think about it! Whether they
succeeded or failed, they were going
for it

After years of training and prepara-
tion, they were determined to lay it
all out there and simply hope for the
best. And sometimes, it was good
enough for a medal, even a win, and
most of the time, it was not. The ma-
jority of Olympic athletes do 0t go
home with a medal. But, hopefully,

they do return home with a
sense of pride in their experi-
ence—both in the process of
preparation and in the actual
competition as well.

We have to be willing to take
risks. No risk, no gain, the hack-

neyed saying goes. Butit’s true.
It we never risk failure, we'll
never know success. Ultimately,
our lives are mostly about the
process of our living. Winning
and succeeding, of course, give
us joy and a sense of accomplish-
ment. But our lives are more
about the process of trying to
win and succeed.

What God wills for our lives is
that we be as fully alive as we
can. Human beings fully alive,
alive to the purposes to which
God calls us in Christ; this is God's
ultimate joy for all of creation.

But this doesn't happen if we re-
main forever on the sidelines of
life. At some point, we have to
get off the couch, out of our
comfort zone, and put ourselves
out there—with whatever talent
it is that God has given us and
with all the zeal, effort and dedi-
cation that we can muster.

One of the fruits of taking risks is
the knowledge that we’'ll never
know what our best is if we don't
go for it. How can we?

Again, one of the wonderful
things about the Olympic Games
is that, from all over the planet,

there are thousands of people goirng
for it. First, in the Olympic trials in
their home country; and, later, at the
actual games themselves.

By going for it—which means putting
forth our best and seeing where it
takes us—we discover who we are;
and along the way, God is glorified.

Going for it with peace initiatives.
There is also, of course, a place for

risk-taking in the relations between
nations. With flare ups (Russia and
Georgia, come to mind) and possible
flare ups (Iran and whomever) al-
ways in the air or on the horizon,
we're reminded, again, of the ongo-
ing need to risk new relationships
and understandings with all nations.

Part of the risk-taking is initiating
open dialogue about our common
concerns and anxieties. All nations
need to risk the humility that comes
from identifying common needs.

In the face of a world tilted strongly
toward negotiating through abso-
lute military might and power, the
world is desperate for new leader-
ship that dares to aim Aigher and risk
peace-making. Peace initiatives
come through relationship ... where
there is a transformation and re-
newal of the mind so that, together,
nations can discern what is the will
of God (see Romans, above).

All the time, we are called to risk
peace-making in the name of our
One Creator God.
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