
 

 
 

 

he Christian Outreach Committee searches for 
ways to utilize the resources of the MLCC to 
lend a helping hand to those who need it.  The 
generosity of the members and friends of 
MLCC made it possible for us to touch the 
lives of many in our local community and in the 
wider global community in 2008.   

 

What did we do in 2008?What did we do in 2008?What did we do in 2008?What did we do in 2008?   
 

Assembled Health Kits Assembled Health Kits Assembled Health Kits Assembled Health Kits (CWS Kit Program) 
– Toiletries are collected for migrants and other people in 
need.  We collect items for the kits periodically throughout 
the year by setting up collection boxes in Fellowship Hall.  
The kits are assembled and sent to those in need. 
 

Crop WalkCrop WalkCrop WalkCrop Walk – MLCC organizes and hosts this annual 
walk for the Miami Lakes area.  Crop Walk consists of a 
number of local churches and other caring people walking 
together to take a stand against hunger in our world.  The 
funds raised are used for hunger relief and international re-
lief and development.  Approximately 10% of the funds 
raised by the walk are donated to a local agency.  The next 
Crop Walk will be February 8, 2009.  Applications will be 
accepted until the day of the walk.  Please join us. 
 

Child Sponsorship Child Sponsorship Child Sponsorship Child Sponsorship – MLCC is currently spon-
soring five children through Global Ministries.  Global Minis-
tries is an organization consisting of the combined re-
sources of the Disciples of Christ and the United Church of 
Christ whose mission is to aid Children at risk.  Currently 
over 700 children in eleven centers in Asia, Africa, the Car-
ibbean, the Middle East, and Europe are participating in this 
program.  Global Ministries offers yearly sponsorships and 
other ways of assisting children throughout the world.  The 
five children we sponsor are: 
 

♦ Eglise de Dieu de Justice, Haiti 
♦ Rawadat El-Zuhur school, Jerusalem 
♦ Kalauman Development Center, Dumaguete 

City, Philippines 
♦ Mt. Selinda orphanage, Zimbabwe 
♦ Sermey Thoesam School for Tibetan Refugees, 

Bylakuppe, India 
 

The program not only provides financial support but encour-
agement through regular correspondence with the child.  
We want to thank those who have volunteered to corre-
spond with our children: Bill Rego and Kristen; Angie Sigler 
and Vivian Soto; Christina Friedemann and Thomas; Susie 
Larsh and children; and the Scott Egleston Family. We will 
exhibit a poster with the letters we received from our chil-
dren for all to see in the Fellowship Hall. 

 Thank you very much! 
 

    

    

    

    

    

    
    

Angel Tree Angel Tree Angel Tree Angel Tree – The 2008 Angel Tree provided gifts for 
many children who otherwise may not have received a 
Christmas gift.  As always Monica Reina did a wonderful job 
organizing the event and making sure the gifts were deliv-
ered in time.  Mark your calendars for next year so we can 
continue to make Christmas special for some very special 
children.  

 
Honduras Project II Honduras Project II Honduras Project II Honduras Project II – We are most happy to 
report a successful completion of the campaign to raise 
$4000 to contribute to the construction of a school building 
in the Village of Calpules.  The UCC Women started off the 
campaign by donating $650.  Dr. Gail Ballweg hosted a 
wonderful fundraising dinner at her home.  These combined 
with your donations allowed us to reach our goal in record 
time.  Thank you for your generous support of this worthy 
project.  

We planned a new drive for 2009 

 Children’s Books for P.E.A.C.E. – PEACE (Peace & 
Equality Achieved through Community Education, Inc.) is an 
organization that collects children’s books and sends them 
to areas throughout the world that for any number of rea-
sons need books in their schools.  Schools in many war-torn 
areas such as the West Bank, Bethlehem and the Ivory 
Coast are constantly struggling to provide a minimal educa-
tion.  PEACE believes that educating the children in these 
regions is a necessary component to increasing the quality 
of life and reducing the violence.  Please drop off new and 
gently used children’s books in the Fellowship Hall each 
Sunday.  We know the friends and members of MLCC will 
generously support this program and thank you in advance 
for your participation. 

 
The Outreach Committee finished off 2008 by donating 
$200 for the Thanksgiving Baskets for needy families and 
$650 each to the Riverside House and the Miami Rescue 
Mission.  Both of these local organizations are increasing 
the quality of life in our neighborhood by providing needed 
and valuable services to members of our community.  We 
are looking forward to continuing the good work in 2009 and 
are always on the lookout for new ideas.  Please feel free to 
bring any suggestions to the attention of a Committee mem-

ber, attend a meeting, or leave a message for the Out-
reach Committee in the Church Office and, once 
again, thank you for your generous support. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Christian Outreach 

Meeting will be on 

 February 10 at 7:30 p.m.  

By Dr. Jeffrey FrantzBy Dr. Jeffrey FrantzBy Dr. Jeffrey FrantzBy Dr. Jeffrey Frantz    

    In the afterglow of President Barack Obama’s Inauguration on January 20, 2009, I share these edited words, portions of 
my sermon delivered on Sunday, January 25, 2009, entitled, The day the heavens rejoiced. 

The implications of President Obama’s election for race relations in our nation cannot be overstated.  Although there is, no doubt, 
much in the American spirit yet in need of redemption, still, the landscape has forever changed and it is a new day. 

The day the heavens rejoiced 
There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one 

God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all.   (Ephesians 4:1-5) 

The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox …. 
They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain.  (Isaiah 65:25)  

President Obama’s President Obama’s President Obama’s President Obama’s 
InaugurationInaugurationInaugurationInauguration was 
more than a mere 
official observance.  It 
was a richly symbolic 
event, symbolic of a 
purification and re-
demption of the 
American spirit. 

Just as the truth shall 
set us free, we must 
be bold and humble 
in telling the truth 

about ourselves.  Our 
nation’s role in slavery has forever been a 
malignant cancer in our soul. From its incep-
tion in the 17th century, its story has been a 
shameful one. 

 

Its darkness and evil have diminished us all; 
and, sadly, we’ve known it from early on and 
through the buoyant days of our Founding 
Fathers.  They knew it was wrong … but felt 
that without an awful compromise, our na-
tion’s birth story could not have been writ-
ten. 

They may have been right, but at a horren-
dous price. 

As we declared our independence as a na-
tion and began to grow—acquiring new land 
and new wealth—slavery’s insidious reality 
gnawed away at our national conscience. At 
last, there was no way out save from a hor-
rific war, a war that brought us to our knees 
as a nation; and then the decades of segre-
gation and Jim Crow that followed. 

 

From the civil rights movement of the sixties, 
spearheaded by Martin Luther King, Jr. and 
symbolized in his famous I have a dream I have a dream I have a dream I have a dream 
speech in front of the Lincoln Memorial in 
August of 1963, gradually, incrementally, 
we’ve been inching forward … making pro-
gress … seeking, however haltingly, to re-
deem ourselves of this wrenching and insidi-
ous wrong. 

Its in this backdrop, that President 
Obama’s Inauguration was a landmark 
event. 

 

As he laid his left hand on the sacred text 
(the revered Bible of Abraham Lincoln), 
and spoke the words of the presidential 
oath, how many thousands, even millions 
of voices sounded out across our nation 
and the world?  Never thought it would 
happen …not in my lifetime. 

 

As the tears flowed and memories upon 
memories were evoked, it was a sacred 
moment.  A moment suspended in time 
when, somehow, we were all elevated to a 
higher place.  To a place where we were a 
little more redeemed and a whole lot more 
hopeful. 

 

Part of the symbolism of the event unveils 
the unflinching truth, rooted in our past 
and yet—while sustaining us over the years 
of toil and struggle—alive for us today … 
the foundational truth … 

 

That good will triumph over evil, virtue 
over deceit … 

That generosity will rise higher than 
the clenched fist of greed … 

That the exalted morality of divine pur-
pose cannot be diminished … 

And that the voice of an enduring 
peace with justice will never be 
silenced. 

 

Friends, we are Americans.Friends, we are Americans.Friends, we are Americans.Friends, we are Americans.  And at our 
best—Christian, Jew, Muslim, Hindu, Bud-
dhist, non-believer … all that we are—we 
have within us the capacity and the will to 
embrace the highest ideals of our Constitu-
tion and our most sacred biblical writings. 

 

We have it within us to aim high, to reach 

high, and to live out—together—the true 
meaning of our creed.  To be sure, we 
Christians come at this with a particular 
story—a story rooted in a love that wel-
comes everyone and that will not let us go. 

 

At this dynamic juncture in our nation’s life 
story, let us resolve—each of us—to stand up 
and do our part.  Together, let us deter-
mine to live out the rich inheritance God 
has given us. 

 

For now that the words of the presidential 
oath have been spoken, hope is all about; 
possibility is everywhere.  With the right 
spirit and the right purpose, we can lift our 
nation once again to a more lofty place; a 
place where all the people of the earth are 
seen, valued and dignified, no matter any-
thing about us. 

 

With God’s guiding hand upon us—
together—we the people can do great 
things.  Let the words of Abraham Lincoln 
echo through the years (words from his 
Second Inaugural): 

 

With malice toward none and charity for 
all, with firmness in the right as God gives 
us to see the right …  

 

Let the dream be realizedLet the dream be realizedLet the dream be realizedLet the dream be realized; and let every 
man, woman and child be drawn into its 
glow … 

 

That one day every valley shall be exalted, 
every hill and mountain shall be made low, 
the rough places shall be a plain, and the 
crooked placed made straight …and the 
glory of the Lord will be revealed and all 
the peoples of the earth shall see it to-
gether. 

 

The day the heavens rejoiced.  The day the heavens rejoiced.  The day the heavens rejoiced.  The day the heavens rejoiced.  
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